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as the representatives of their ancient masters. In the
tenth century, when summoned to submit to Otto II, they
had said, * We wish to be the servants of the Emperors of
the Romans* (the Constantinopolitan), and though they
overthrew this very Eastern throne in A.D. 1204, the
pretext had served its turn, and had aided them in
defying or evading the demands of obedience made by
the Teutonic princes. Alone of all the Italian republics,
Venice never, down to her extinction by France and
Austria in A.D. 1796, recognized within her walls any
secular Western authority save her own.

The kings of Cyprus and Armenia sent to Henry VI
10 confess themselves his vassals and ask his help. Over
remote Eastern lands, where Frankish foot had never
trod, Frederick Barbarossa asserted the indestructible
rights of Rome, mistress of the world. A letter to
Saladin, amusing from its absolute identification of his
own Empire with that which had sent Crassus to perish
in Parthia, and had blushed to see Mark Antony * con-
sulum nostrumr' at the feet of Cleopatra, is preserved by
Hoveden: it bids the Soldan withdraw at once from the
dominions of Rome, else will she, with her new Teutonic
defenders, of whom a pompous list follows, drive him
from them with all her ancient might.

Unwilling as were the great kingdoms of Western
Europe to admit the territorial supremacy of the Em-
peror, the proudest among them never refused, until the
end of the Middle Ages, to recognize his precedence and
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